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Why Submit?

ÅBetter safe than sorry

ÅSelf resolution

ÅILR-10 requirement

ÅIf you donôt, someone else might report 

you
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When to submit

ÅAny non-compliance is cause for submittal

ÅImpacts to downstream resources

ÅSediment or non-storm water discharges 

to wetlands, waters of the state, or waters 

of the U.S.
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How to Submit
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Submittal Requirements

ÅSite Information and Permit Number

ÅCause of Non-Compliance

ÅActions Taken to Prevent Further non-compliance

ÅEnvironmental Impact Resulting from the Non-

Compliance

ÅActions Taken to Reduce the Environmental Impact 

resulting from the Non Compliance

ÅSignature of Permittee
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ÅContact the IEPA Agency Field Operations Section office 

within 24 hours of any incidence of noncompliance of the 

permit:  epa.swnoncomp@illinois.gov or  (847) 294-4000 

(DesPlaines Region)

ïEspecially for offsite discharges

ÅSubmit the ION form within 5 days

ÅION form has not changed from the previous permit     

(last updated 6/98)

Notification

mailto:epa.swnoncomp@illinois.gov
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After the Submittal

ÅSpringfield sends the ION to the local field 

office for review

ÅLocal IEPA representative reviews ION

ï If information and resolution is acceptable, 

no further action may be needed but the site 

may be watched for continuing problems

ï Information may be passed to SWCD for site 

review

ï IEPA may visit the site to review the non-

compliance and resolution
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Penalties

ÅFines are not issued directly-if fines are 

recommended, IEPA sends the request to 

the Attorney Generalôs office or USEPA

ÅIEPA can work with the municipalities or 

other permitting agencies such as the 

USACE for stop work orders or penalties
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ÅUp to $10,000/day/violation

ÅUp to $10,000 fine and 2 years in jail for falsification 

of reports.
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IEPA response to violations

180 days

ÅIEPA notes violation

45 days

ÅIEPA sends a Violation Notice 
(VN) and recipient receives notice

90 days after the 
initial  receipt

ÅNO Response

ÅMatter referred to the Enforcement 
Decision Group (EDG)

Information provided by Karen Katamay, IEPA
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IEPA response to violations

180 days

ÅIEPA notes violation

45 days

ÅIEPA sends a Violation Notice (VN) and recipient receives notice

60 days 
from the 
receipt of 
the VN

ÅResponsible party responds to IEPA

ÅMeeting if requested

21 days 
following 
meeting

ÅRespond to violation

30 days

ÅAgency accepts or rejects the partyôs compliance commitment agreement (CCA) and notifies the responsible party in writing of the decision.

40 days

ÅIf rejected, violations are referred to the IEPA EDG

30 days

ÅEDG determines if they will refer the case to the Agency Attorney

30 days 
from NIPLA 

receipt

ÅNotice of Intent to Pursue Legal Action (NIPLA) sent

ÅRespondent may request a meeting with the Agency to present defense

ÅIf there is no sufficient evidence to overturn the violations, the violations are then referred to the Attorney General or USEPA for enforcement

Information provided by Karen Katamay, IEPA
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Why self reporting pays off
ÅIt demonstrates that the project takes 

responsibility of the non-compliance and has 

come up with a solution  to prevent further non-

compliance.

ÅFines may be unlikely if ION is submitted per the 

permit and actions are taken to come into 

compliance

ÅSeveral IONs on one project may be cause for 

action by IEPA-better to submit anyway

ÅDemonstrates that youôve taken corrective action 

right away.
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Not Submitting

ÅProject may be reported to IEPA  by 3rd

party

ÅIs a non-compliance of the permit and the 

project, if IEPA finds out about the non-

compliance, is likely to pursue the 

violation.
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EXAMPLES
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Cause of non-compliance

ÅConstruction began before the NPDES 

permit was issued

Action Taken

ÅStop Work until permit issued
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Cause of non-compliance

ÅDirectional drilling frac-out in waters of the 

U.S.
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Photos not of the example site.

Photos courtesy of Robert Gardiner, Lake County SMC
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Action Taken

ÅDrilling operations terminated

ÅSpoil was removed with a shovel and 

bucket.

Environmental Impact

ÅMaterial settled in a gully in wetland 

(approx 1 gal.)

Action to reduce Environmental Impact

ÅMaterial removed with shovel and 

bucket.
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ÅPumping dirty water into waters of the U.S.

ïWater was being treated prior to discharge 

offsite.

ïApprox. 1 mile from pump to discharge to 

creek.

Cause of non-compliance
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